Special care dentistry: part 3. Dental management of patients with medical conditions causing acquired bleeding disorders.
The second paper in this three part series discussed the dental management of patients with drug-related acquired bleeding disorders. This paper will discuss and outline the dental management of patients with acquired bleeding disorders that can result from medical conditions. Again, these may be associated with vascular defects, platelet defects or coagulation defects. In an age when people are living longer, and medical interventions are continually becoming more advanced, clinicians will need to be aware of systemic disorders and treatments that may cause complications in the dental setting. Being able to recognize which medical conditions, including their management, may cause bleeding problems at an early stage will lead to good patient management, particularly in planning and delivering treatment involving any invasive dental procedures that can cause bleeding. Whilst most patients can be successfully treated in general dental practice, the clinician may need to make a decision on whether or not to refer a patient to specialist services for all dental treatment, or to share care between primary care and specialist services.